O kHure, ozarnasJsieHHOn «Jlonurta»
(MocnecnoBue kK amepukaHckomy nagaHumio 1958-ro roga)

ITocsie Moero BBICTYIJIEHUS B POJIM IPUSATHOTO BO BCEX OTHOIIIE-
Huax [xona Pasa — Toro nepconaka B «Jloaute», KOTOPBIN TUIIET
K Hell «IIpemuc/ioBue» — JII000H IIPeAJIOKeHHBI OT MOero MMeHU
KOMMEHTapUil MOKET IMOKAa3aThCA YUTATEI0 — MOKET JasKe IMoKa-
3aTbCsI WM MHE caMoMy — mojpakanmeM Biaagumupy Ha6Gokosy,
pasbuparolemMy cBoo KHuUry. HeKoTopbsle MeJoun, OTHAKO, HE00XO-
INMO OOCYAWTH, WM aBTOOMOrpa@UUECKUH IIpHUeM MOKeT IIOMOYb
MUMUKPHUPYIOIEMY OPTaHU3MY CJIUTHLCA CO CBOEH MO/eJbIO.

IIpodeccopa nuTepaTypbl CKJIOHHBI NMPUAYMBIBATH TaKWe IIPO-
O0seMbl, Kak: «K uemy crpemuTcsa aBTOp?» UM elre rasxke: «9ro
XoueT KHUTA CKasaThb?» §l 'Ke MpUHAAIEKY K TeM IHCATEeIAM, KO-
TOpbIe, 3alyMaB KHUTY, He MMEIOT APYTO# Ileji, YeM OTAeIaThCs
OT Hee, U KOTOPBIM, KOTJ[a UX IPOCAT OOBACHUTH ee 3apoKIeHUe U
pasBuTHe, MPUXOAUTCS MPUOEraTb K TaKUM YCTAPEBIIUM TEPMH-
HaM, Kak BaaumopeiicTBue merxkay BmoxmoBenumem m KomOumHamu-
OHHBIM VICKYCCTBOM — UTO 3BYYHUT, MPU3HAIOCh, TAK, KaK €CJU Obl
(oKyCHUK cTaJ 00BACHATH OAWH TPIOK IIPU IIOMOIIU IPYTOTO.

IlepBas masenbkas myJabcanusa «JIomuTel» mpobeskaia BO MHE B
koHu1ie 1939-ro uinu B Havase 1940-ro roga, B Ilapuske, Ha pro By-
ajio, B TO BpeMs, KaK MeHs IPUTBO3AUI K MOCTEIN CePbe3HbIN Mpu-
cTyn MeskpebepHOIT HeBpairuu. HacKoOJIbKO MOMHIO, HAUYaJIbHBIA
03HO0 BIOXHOBEHUSA ObLI KAKMM-TO 00pasoM CBsI3aH C ra3eTHOH cTa-
TeiiKkoil 00 00e3bsdHKE B MapuMKCKOM 300IIapKe, KOTopasd, IMOCJe
MHOTHUX HeJeJb YJEeIUBaHbS CO CTOPOHBI KAKOT0-TO YUYEHOro, Ha-
Opocaja yriieM MIepBBIf PUCYHOK KOTIJa-Jan00 WCIOJHEHHBIA KU-
BOTHBIM: HaOpPOCOK M300pasKajl pelieTKy KJeTKH, B KOTOpoii Oen-
HBIN 3Bepb ObLI 3aKJI0UeH. TOTUYOK He CBA3aH OBLI TEeMATHUUYECKU C
TOCTEeAYIONIUM XOJOM MBICJIEH, pPe3yJbTaTOM KOTOPOTO, OAHAKO,
SABUJICS TPOTOTUII HACTOAIIEH KHUTHU: paccKas, O3arJiaBJIEeHHBIN

© The Vladimir Nabokov Estate, 1958.
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«Bosie6HUK», B TPUAIIATL, UTO JIX, CTPaHuIl. §I Hamucaya ero io-
PYCCKH, T. €. Ha TOM sS3bIKe, Ha KOTOPOM A mucaj poMmansl ¢ 1924-ro
roza (Bce OHU 3amIpeIreHbl 10 IIOJUTUYEeCKUM IIpuunHaMm B Poccun).
Teposa 3Banmu Apryp, OH OBLI CpegHeeBpoOIleell, 0e3bIMAHHASI HUM-
derka ObLIa (paHIy:KeHKa, W Aejo Impoucxoauyo B Ilapuike m
ITpoBance. OH y MeHs KeHUJICS Ha OOJBbHOI MaTepu AeBOUYKMU, CKO-
PO OBIOBEJ U IIOC-Jie HeYJAaUHOU MOMBITKU IIPUJIACKATHCA K CUPOT-
Ke B OTeJIhbHOM HOMEpe, Opocuiicsa moj KoJieca TPy30BUKa. B ogHy
U3 TeX BOEHHOTO BPeMeHU HOUell, Kor[a napuKkaHe 3aTeMHAIU CBET
JaMII cuHel OyMaroii, g mpoues MOl paccKas MaJieHbKOU TIpyIIIe
npyseit. Moumu caymarenavu O0eriu M. A. Anganos!, U. 1. ®on-
mavmunckuii?, B. M. 3ensunoB® u xeumuua-spau Korau-BepsH-
IITeHH ¢, HO BelquIlell g ObLI HeJOBOJICH U YHUUYTOMKIJ ee IOocjIe Ie-
peesna B Amepury, B 1940 romyS.

JleBATH JIeT CIIyCTs, B yHUBEPCUTETCKOM ropozne Mraka (B mrare
Hero-VMopk), rae s nmpemomaBaj PyCcCKyIo Jgureparypy b, nyabcamnus,
KOTopas HUKOTa He IMpeKpalrajach COBCeM, Hauaja OMATh IPecJie-
moBaTh MeHA. HoBasg KOMOMHAIUS MIPUCOEIUHUIACH K BIOXHOBE-
HUIO U BOBJIEKJIa MEHSA B HOBYIO 00pabOTKY TeMbl; HO s m30paJ Ajid
Hee aHTVIMACKUHN S3BIK — SIBBIK MOeIl IepBoii meTepOyprcKoii ry-
BepHAHTKU (0OJIbIIIE IIIeCTUIECATH JIET TOMY Hasan), Mucc Poueinb
Oym’. HecMoTps Ha cMeCh HEMEIKOI U MPJIAaHICKON KPOBU, BMeC-
TO OZHO¥W (PpaHIly3CKOU, HUM(peTKa ocTraBajiach TOW Ke, U TeMa
JKeHUTHOBI Ha MaTepu — B OCHOBE CBOEI TOKe He M3MeHUJach; HO B
IPYTuUX CMBICJIaX Belllb NPWHAJNA COBEPIIEHHO HOBBI BUJ; Y Hee
BTalHe BBIPOCJU KOTTHU M KPBLIbSI POMAaHA.

Kuura mpogBuraiach MeAJeHHO, CO MHOruMu iepebosamu. Kor-
Jla-TO MEeHs YIILJIO OKOJIO COPOKAa JIeT Ha TO, U4TOObI BhIAyMaTh Poc-
cuio 1 3anagHyio EBpony, a Terepb MHE CJIEZJOBAJIO BhIAyMaTh AMe-
puky. IloObIBaHME MECTHBIX WHI'DPEIMEHTOB, KOTOPHIE MO3BOJIMIN
ObI MHE MOIJIUTH HEOOJBIIIOEe KOJUUECTBO CPEJHEH «peaJbHOCTU»
(cTpaHHOE CJIOBO, KOTOPOE HUUETro He 3HAUUT 0e3 KaBBhIUEK) B pa-
CTBOP MOeH JIMUHOW (haHTA3WM, OKA3aJ0Ch B IIATHAECAT JIET 3HA-
YUTEJbHO 00Jiee TPYAHBIM, UyeM 39TO ObLIO B EBpome moeil 1oHOCTH,
Korja AefiCTBOBAJ C HaWMOOJbIIIell TOUHOCTHIO MEXaHU3M BOCIIPUUM-
YMBOCTU U 3anmoMuHaHusa. Merrana u pabora Hajg APYrUMU KHUTA-
mu. Pasza 1Ba A uyTh OBLIO HEe CKer HeJOIMCAaHHOrO YePHOBUKA, U
MOMHIO KaK A y:Ke moHec Moo JKyanuty [lapk mouTu IO BeuepHen
TEHU MYCOPOCYKUTAJKM, KPUBO CTOSBIINEN Ha ra3oHe ABOpa, KOrja
MEeHS OCTaHOBUJIA MBICJb, UTO AYX Ka3HEHHOW KHUTU OyaeT OJIy:K-
IaTh II0 MOMM KapToTeKaM IO KOHI[A MOWUX THEe.

Kaxxmoe j1eTo MBI ¢ JKeHOU e3QuM JIOBUTH O0abouex. CoOpaHHEBIE
9K3eMILIAPHI UAYT B HAYYHbIE MHCTUTYTHI, KaK, HAIIpUMep, AMepu-
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raHcKkuii Myseii EcrecrBennoii Mcropuu B Heio-Mopke nau Myseit
CpaBuurenabHoii 3oosoruu npu I'apBapAcKOM YHHUBEPCUTETE, WU
duromosoruueckuii Myseit Kopuesibckoro Yuusepcurera. Ha 0y-
JaBKy ¢ 6a00uYKOil HaKaJbIBaeTCA CHUBY STUKETKA C yKasaHUeM
MecTa MMOUMMKH, AaThbl U MMEHU JIOBIA; 9T MOU SdTHUKETKU YPE3BhI-
YyaflHO IPUTOAATCS B ABAJIATh MIEPBOM BEeKe MHOMY HCCJIeT0BaTEII0
JUTEepPaTyphl, 3aWHTEPECOBABIIIEMYCsI MOell MaJio W3BECTHOH Oumo-
rpadueii. I BOT HA 9TUX-TO MeCTaX JOBJU UJIU «CTAHIIUAX», B TeJ-
aopune (Komopamgo), B Aprone (Baiiomunr), B IToprase (Apusoua),
B Amrone (Operon), s onATh NPUHAICA 3a «JloauTy», 3aHUMAsACh
€10 II0 BeuepaM MJU B HOoKAJuBLIe gHU. 'ymbGepT I'ymOepT Hanucas
ee B TPUAIATH pas ObicTpee MeHs. S mepebesns ee TOIbKO BECHOIO
1954 roga B UTaKe, :KeHa IIepecTyKaJia ee Ha MaIlliHKE B TPeX 9K-
3eMILIAPAaX, WM I TOTYAC CTAJ MCKATb M3AaTesd.

CHauyajsa, KPOTKO CJIeIys COBETY OCTOPOKHOTO Apyra, A AyMaJ
BBIIYCTUTH POMaH aHOHMMHO. AHarpaMMa MOeEro MMeHH W (amwu-
JUY B UMEeHU ¥ (paMUJIUU OJHOTO M3 MOUX IIePCOHAKeW — maMsT-
HUK 9TOTr'0 CKPBLITOrO aBTopcTBa®. Bpsam nu xorga-imbo IMoKalero,
YTO, BCKOpE IIOHSB, KAK JIETKO MOXKET MacKa IOBPeAUTh MOeH ke
mpaBfie, s PeIluJ MOAIHNCATH «JIOUTY» CBOMUM HACTOAIIUM WMe-
HeMm. YeThIpe aMepuUKaHCKUX u3gaTess, Axc, ke, 9xc u ke, Ko-
TOPBIM MO OUepenu s MPEeIJIOKUI KHUTY U YTEIlbl KOTOPhIX KUHYJIU
Ha Hee B3IJIAM, ObLIM BO3MYIIEHBI «JIOJUTON» B ropasno OoJIbIlei
Mepe, UeM IpeamoJiaraj MoOIl cTapblii Apyr. B KoHIle KOHIIOB s ee
OTIIPaBUJ JUTEpaTypHOMY areHTcTBY B [lapu:k; oHO nmepegasio «Jlo-
JIUTY» COBEPIIIEHHO MHE HEW3BECTHOMY W3AATeNbCTBY «OaumMmusa
IIpecc», BBIIyCKABIIIEMY MO-aHTJINNCKU KHUTHU, moueMy-i1ubo 3a-
mpeleHHble B AHMINY uin AMepuKe, U OHO-TO M3JaJI0 €e OCEHbIO
1955-ro roxa.

XoTs He MOAJIEKUT COMHEHUIO, UTO B CTAPUHY W A0 KOHIA BO-
CeMHAAIaTOT0 BeKa (mpuMepbl W3 (PPAHI[Y3CKON JUTEepaTyphl Ha-
IpaImnuBaTCa caMu co00ii), OTKpPOBEHHAs IIOXalIlHa He HCKJIIO-
yaja KOMEIUNHBIX OJECTOK Y METKHX CATUPUUYECKUX CTPEeJ, UIU
IasKe KPACOYHOM MOIIM II09Ta, MOAIABIIETOCH JIETKOMBICJIEHHOMY
HACTPOEHUIO, He MeHee CIIpaBeIJMBO OyAeT cKasaTh, UTO B HAIIU
IHU BBIpaKeHUe «IopHorpadus» osHauaeT 6e371apHOCTH, KOMMeED-
YEeCKYI0 IPBITH U CTPOroe cobamomeHue Kjauine. HempucToNHOCTH
IOJIKHA COEIUHATHCA ¢ OaHANBITNHON, MO0 BCAKYIO 3CTETHUUECKYIO
ycaany caenyeT MOJHOCTHIO 3aMEHUTh ITPOCTOM MOJIOBON CTUMYJIA-
ueii, TpedyroIeil TpuMeHeHUA OOIIETPUHATHIX (pas A IPIMOTO
BO3eMCTBUSA HA marnueHTa. IlopHorpad m0JI2KeH CTPOro IPUIEePIKU-
BAThCS CTAPbIX HCIBITAHHBLIX MPABUJI, AA0bl OKPYKUTHL HallMeHTAa
HaIeXHOI aTMochepoil yaoBIeTBOpeHns, aTMochepoit 3HaKOMO# 1
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JIIOOUTEISIM JeTEeKTUBHBIX PACCKAa30B — B KOTOPBIX, €CJU He I0C-
MOTPEeTh, HACTOAIINM yOUiileil MOMKeT OKasaThCd, K BeJukomy He-
TOJOBaHUIO JIOOUTEJISA, XYA0KEeCTBeHHOe CBOeHpaBre aBTopa (KoMy
HYKeH, HallpuMep, JeTeKTUBHBII pacckas 0e3 eguHOTo guajora?).
Takum ob6pasoM, B mopHorpaduuecKuX poMaHax aeiicTBUe CBOAUT-
cs K COBOKyILIeHUIO IrabmoHoB. Cior, cTpykTypa, 00pasHOCTb —
HAYTO He MOJIXKHO OTBJIEKATH UUTATENS OT €ro YIOTHOTO BOKIeJie-
HuA. Takoll poOMaH COCTOUT W3 UYePEeIOBAHUSA DPOTHUUECKUX CIE€H.
IIpomeskyTOUuHBIE Ke MecTa MOJI’KHBI IPEACTABIATH COOOM JIWIITh
CMBICJIOBBIE IIIBBI, JIOTUYECKNE MOCTHKHU ITPOCTEHIell KOHCTPYK-
uu, KpaTkue maparpadbl, ITOCBAIIEeHHbIE U3JIOKEHNI0 U pas3bsaCcHe-
HUIO, KOTOPBbIE YNTATENb, BEPOATHO, IPOIIYCTUT, HO B MIPUCYTCTBUU
KOTOPBIX OH JOJKEeH OBLITH yBepeH, UTOOBLI He IMOYYyBCTBOBATH CeOs
o0MaHyThHIM (00pa3 MbICJIell, IPOUCTEeKAIOIIUI U3 PYTUHBI «BCAM/e-
JIeII-HUX » CKa30K, KOTOPBhIX MbI TpebyeMm B merctBe). Kpome Toro,
CeKCcyaJIbHbIE CIIeHbI B KHUTE HEIPEeMEHHO MOJYKHBI PasBUBATHCHA
KpeIleH/10, BCé ¢ HOBLIMU BapUaIllUsIMU, B HOBBIX KOMOMHAIIUAX, C
HOBBIMU BJIATAJUIIAMU W OPYAUSIMU, W IMOCTOSHHO YBEJIUUYUBAIO-
IUMCA YUCJOM yYacTHUKOB (B m3BecTHOI nbece Cama Ha mocaemsax
BBIBBIBAIOT M3 Cajla CaJOBHWKA), & IMOTOMY KOHEI[ KHUTU JOJIKEH
OobITh HamosieH spoTuyecKuM OBITOM TI'yIIe, YeM ee HadaJo.

Hekoropble mpuMephl B MEPBBIX TJIaBKaX «JIOMUTBI» (IHEBHUK
T'ymbepra, HampuMep) 3aCTaBUJIN WHBIX MOUX IIE€PBBIX UUTATEJIEH-
TYPUCTOB OITMOOYHO MOAYMAaTh, UTO Ilepe] HUMHU CKaOpesHBIN po-
mau. OHU KJaJu HapacTaloleill cepuu SPOTUUYECKUX CIeH; Korja
cepusa IpeKpaTujach, YTeHUE MPEeKPATUI0Ch TOKe, U OeJHBIN Uu-
TaTeJb IMOYYBCTBOBAJ CKYKY M pasouapoBaHme. IlomospeBaio, 4To
TYT KPOETCS MPUUYMHA TOTO, YTO HE BCE UETHIPE M3MaTeJIbCTBA MPO-
I MOM MAIIIMHOIMCHBINA TEeKCT J0 KoHIa. MeHA mMajlo 3aHHMAaeT
BOIIPOC, HAILJIX JU OHU UJIU He HAILIU Belllb CJAUIITKOM HelpuJInd-
Hoii. Ho mHTEpecHO To, YTO MX OTKAa3 ObLJI OCHOBAaH He Ha 00paboTKe
TeMbI, a Ha caMOil Teme, 100 B AMepuKe OBLIO TOTAA IeJIbIX TPU He-
IpUeMJIEMBbIX AJA UBJATeNsd TeMbl. [[Be APyrux — 9TO UepHO-Oe-
JIbIIi Opak, IPEenCIOoJHEeHHBIN 6e300/IaYHOr0 CUacThbA, ¢ Kydeil mge-
Teli 1 BHYKOB; U CyAbOa abCOJIOTHOTO aTelCTa, KOTOPBIHA, IIOCJIe
CUACTJIMBOM M IIOJIE3HOI JKM3HM yMUPaeT BO CHe B BO3pacTe cTa
IIeCTH JIeT.

HexkoTopble 13 n3aTeIbCKUX OT3BIBOB MEHS OUEHBb IT03a0aBUJIN.
OnuH 4YTel — NPEAJOMKUJ KOMIIPOMMCC, TP KOTOPOM ero gupma
COTJIACUTCS, MOKET ObITh, HA M3[aHMEe MOEro poMaHa: MHe Ipejasa-
rajoch mpeBpaTuTh JIOMIUTY B ABEHAAIIATUJIETHErO0 MalbuWKa, KO-
Toporo I'ymOepr, TemHecuiicKuii (pepmep, cobJjasHseT B ambape,
cpequ MpauHBIX UM UYaXJbIX PABHUH, C IOJY-BHYTPEHHUMHU MOHO-



JIOTaMM, COCTOSAIIUMU U3 KOPOTKUX, CUJIbHBIX, «PEATUCTUUECKUX »
dpas. («OH mapenb mianabiii», «MHe Bce, g Aymaio, IIajbie», «§1
IyMai, caM I'oCIIOonb 0Or — IMajblii» WM ToMy Imomob6Hoe). HecmoTpsa
Ha TO, YTO JAaBHO M3BECTHA MOSA HEHABUCTh KO BCAKUM CHUMBOJIAM U
ajuteropusiM (HEHABUCTb, OCHOBAHHAS OTYACTH HA CTApOM Moeit
BpasKae K IIaMaHCTBY (peiifiusMa M OTYACTH HA OTBPAINEHUHN K
0000ITIeHUAM, TPUAYMAHHBIM JUTEPATYPHBIMU MuU(OMaHAMU U CO-
IIMOJIOTaMM), OAWH BO BCEX APYTUX CMBICJIaX YMHBIN UNTATENb, IIe-
penucTaB MePBYIO YacTh «JIOJUTHI», onipeneans ee Temy Tak: «Cra-
pas EBpoma, pasBpariaroIas MOJIOAYI0O AMEPUKY», — MeXKIY TeM
Kak Apyroi urer yBuaesa B Kuure «Mosoayoo AmMepury, passpaia-
oy crapyio EBpomy». Usmatenb AKc, ubuM coBeTHUKAM ['yM-
0epT TaK OCTOUEPTeJ, UTO OHM IMIPOUJH TOJHbKO IIOJOBUHY KHUIH,
UMeJl HAMBHOCTh MHE HAIlCaTh, YTO BTOPAs YACTb CIUIITKOM IJIUH-
Ha. VzgaTesb OKC BHIPA3UJ COMKaJIEeHUE, YTO B POMaHe HET HU Of-
HOTO XOpOoIllero yejoBeka. Mzmarens VIKC cKasaj, UTO ecJU OH Ha-
mevaraeT «JloauTy», Mbl 06a ¢ HUM YTrOAUM B TIOPHMY.

B cB0oGOAHOI cTpaHe HU OAWH HACTOSAINUI IMHUCATeNb He HOJMKeH,
KOHEYHO, 3a00TUTHCS O IPOBEJeHUY ITOTPAHUYHOI UepThI TaM, Tae
KOHYaeTCA YYBCTBO M HAUMHAETCS UyBCTBEHHOCTH. [lomcTmHe KO-
Muyeckoe 3agaume! S Mory QuBUTBCSA, HO HE MOTY IOAPakaTh
TOYHOCTHU IJjia3da (pororpados, TaK CHMMAIOIIUX XOPOMIEHBKWX MO-
JIOABIX MJIEKOMUTAIOIINX AJIs JKYPHAIBHBIX KAPTUHOK, UTO I'PaHUIlA
IEeKOoJIbTe MPUXOAUTCA KaK pa3 JOCTaTOYHO HU3KO0, UTOOBI OCKJIa-
Oouyics guancrep, U Kak pas JOCTATOYHO BBICOKO, UTOOBI HEe HAXMY-
puiicsa mourmeiictep. Ilosaraiw, 4To CyIEeCTBYIOT YUTATENU, KOTO-
pble pasToparoTcsa OT OJHOTO BHUAA 3a00PHBIX CJIOB B OJHOM M3 TeX
OTPOMHBIX, 0e3HaJIeKHO IIOILJIBIX POMAHOB, KOTOPBIE BBHICTYKWBA-
IOTCA HA MAaIIMHKE TYIBIM IIePBBIM IIajblleM Oe3mapHeiIero mo-
JIOAIIa W KOTOpble OOJIBAH PEIeH3eHT IIPUBETCTBYET XOMYJIbHOM
xBaJioii. HalinyTcs, s 3Ha[0, CBETJIbIE JIMUYHOCTH, KOTOPbIe IIPU3HAa-
T «JlomuTy» KHUro# 6ecCMBICIEHHOI, IOTOMY YTO OHA He IIOyYu-
TeJbHAa. I He UMTA0 U He IPOM3BOXKY AUIAKTUUECKOIl OeJieTpuc-
TUKU, XU 4ero Obl HU maeg mMuiabiii [[»xou Paii, «Jlosmura» BoBce He
OycKup, Tamamuii 3a coboit 6apky mopasu. [1Jjigd MeHA paccKas uiu
POMAaH CYII[eCTBYeT, TOJbKO IMMOCKOJBbKY OH JOCTABJSIET MHE TO, UTO
MIOTIPOCTY HAB0BY SCTETHUUYECKUM HaCJaKAeHUeM, a 9TO, B CBOI ue-
pen, a4 MOHMMAI KaK 0c000e COCTOAHME, IPU KOTOPOM UYBCTBYEIITh
cebs — KaK-TO, TIe-TO, YeM-TO — CBA3AHHBIM C JPYTUMU QopMaMu
ObITHUA, TAe UCKYCCTBO (T. . JJI0003HATEIbHOCTDH, HEXKHOCTD, J00OPO-
Ta, CTPOWHOCTH, BOCTOPT') e€cTh HOpMa. Bce ocraibHOE, 3TO JMOO
JKypHaJIMcTUdYecKada apebeneHb, b0, TaK cKasaTbh, JluTeparypa
Boawmux Wpeii, koTopasi, BOpOUYeM, YaCTO HUYEM HE OTJIMYAETCHA
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or apebefeHU OOBIYHOI, HO 3aTO IOJAETCS B BUJe I'POMAIHBIX THII-
COBBIX Ky-00B, KOTOPBIE CO BCEMU IPEJOCTOPOKHOCTAMY ITEPEHOCAT
U3 BeKa B BEK, ITOKA He IBUTCSI CMeJIbUYaK ¢ MOJIOTKOM U XOPOIIIeHb-
Ko He TpaxHeT mo Banbiaky, ['oppkomy, Tomacy Mauny.

O6BuHAIU «JloUTy» U B aHTHaMepUKaHU3Me. OTO MEHsI OTop-
YaeT ropasao 00JbIlle, UeM HMINOTCKUI yIIPpeK B OE3HPABCTBEHHOCTH.
JABUKUMBIA TEXHUUYECKUMU COOOpaKeHUAMU, 3a00TaMU O BO3AYIII-
HOM ryIyOMHE U IIepciieKTuBe (TyT IPUTOPOAHBIN ra30H, TaM HOPHASA
TMOJIsTHA), I COOPYIUT HEKOTOPOe KOJUYECTBO CEBEPOAMEPUKAHCKUX
mexopanuii. MHe HeobxoqumMa OblIa BJOXHOBUTEIbHASA 00CTAHOBKA.
Her Hruero Ha cBeTe BJOXHOBUTEJIbHEE MEITAHCKOU BYJbrapHOCTHU.
Ho B cmbIc/ie MeIIaHCKOW BYJIbrapHOCTH HET HUKAKOUW KOPEHHOM
PasHUIILI MEXKAY OBITOM CTApPOro cBeTa 1 ObITOM HOBOTO. JI1060i mpo-
Jerapuii u3 UuKaro Mosker ObITH TaK JKe Oyp:KyaseH (Bo ¢odepo-
BOM CMBbICJIe), KaK JII000ii aHTVIMHACKUH Jopa. 1 BeIOpas aMepuKaH-
CKHe «MOTEJM» BMECTO IBENIAPCKUX TOCTUHUIL NI (PPAHITY3CKUX
XapueBeH TOJBKO IMMOTOMY, YTO CTapaioCch OLITH aMEPUKAHCKUM TIH-
caTejieM M HaMepeH MOJIb30BAaThCS IIPaBaMMU, KOTOPLIMU IIOJB3YIOT-
cA amepuKaHcKue nmucaresi. C Ipyroi CTOPOHBI, MHOIO M300peTeH-
HbIl 'yMmOepT — MHOCTPAHEI U aHAPXUCT; 1 S C HUM PaCcXO0XKyCh BO
MHOTOM — He TOJIbKO B Bompoce HUM®@ETOK. A KpoMe TOTro, KaK
3HAIOT MOUW SMUTPAHTCKUE UUTATEJIU, HEKOTJa MHOIO ITOCTPOEHHBIE
mwiromany u 6aJIKOHBI — PyCCKUe, aHTJIMHCKUWEe, HeMeIKue, (ppaH-
Iy3CKUEe — CTOJb K€ NPUXOTJIUBBI U CyOBeKTUBHBLI, KAK MOH HO-
BBI MakKer.

He xouy, uTOOBI BBINIIECKA3aHHOE 3ByYaJi0, KaK OTTOJOCOK Ka-
KUX-TO OOUMJ, M CIIellly MO0aBUTH, UYTO KPOME OBEUEK, UUTABIIUX
«JlomuTy» B TUIOCKpUNTE MAW B u3gaHuum «OIuMmum» U BOIPO-
MIaBIIUX, «II0YeMy COOCTBEHHO OH 3TO HANMCAJN?» WU «IIOUEMY MBI
IOJIKHBI UMTATh O MaHuake?», ObLIO HEMAaJO JIIOJAEN pasyMHBIX,
OT3BLIBUMBLIX U CTOUKHUX, MOHSABIINX BHYTPEHHE YCTPOMCTBO MOeMH
KHUTY 3HAYUTEJBHO JIYUIlle, YeM caM S MOTY ee O0bACHUTH.

Mue rakercs, UTO BCIKUU HACTOAMINI ITHCATEIDb IITPOJOJIKAET
OIIlYIIIaTh CBABDH C HATIEUATAHHOW KHUTOU B BUJE IMTOCTOSHHOTO YCIIO-
KOUTEJbHOTO ee mpucyTcTBusi. OHA POBHO r'OPUT, KAK BCIIOMOTATEJIb-
HBIII OTOHEK rasa Tr[le-TO B IIoJBaJie, ¥ MaJieillee IPUKOCHOBEHE K
TAaWHOMY HAIIleMy TepPMOCTATy HEeMeAJEeHHO IIPOM3BOAUT MaJeHb-
KU TJIYyXOH B3PHIB 3HAKOMOTO TeIlJla. JTO IPUCYTCTBUE KHUTH,
CaetdamielicA B HEMBMEHHO [IOCTYITHOM OTAAJEHUU, YIUBUTEIBHO
3aayIiiieBHOe YYBCTBO, U UeM TOUHEE COBIAja KHUTA C €e YMO3PHU-
TEJbHBIMHU OUYEPTAaHbAMHN ¥ KpacKaMH, TeM IIOJJHee U pPOBHee ee
cBer. Ho Kak ObI KHMI'a HU yJgaJjiach B I€JOM, €CTh Y aBTOpa, TaM U
cAM, JJIOOMMBbIe MeCcTa, 3aBeTHbIE 3aK0YJI0UYKU, KOTOPhIE OH BCIIOMU-
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HAeT JKMBee WM KOTOPBIMHU 3aJHUM UYHCJIOM HacCJaKIaeTcs ¢ 6OJIb-
el HeKHOCTHIO, UYeM OCTAJbHBIMM UYaCTAMHU KHUTH. §1 He mepe-
YyuThIBaJ «JIOTUTHI» C TeX MOP, KaK JMep:Kajl KOPPEKTypPy HepBOTO
u3JaHusA, IIOUTH JBa Irojla TOMY Hasajl, HO ee OUYapoBaHUE BCe MPU-
CYTCTBYET, KaK Obl OKPy:Kas JOM YTPEeHHeN CKPOMHOM ALIMKOIL, 3a
KOTOPOI UyBCTByeTCS UTpa JieTHero MHs. V Korga s BCIOMUHATO
«Jlonmury», s Bcerma moueMy-TO BBIOMPAIO AJIS 0CO0OTO CBOEro yc-
JaXKIeHUs TaKkue o0pasbl, KaK YUTHBBIA TaKCOBUY MM KJIACCHBIN
CIIICOK YUYEHMKOB PaM3msbcKoil mKoabl, uiu Illapigorra, mpomus-
HoOcAIasa «yorepupyd», uiau Jlomura, Kak Ha 3aMeAJeHHOUN TJIEHKE
mojcTymnarwInas K mogapkam I'ymbepra, uau ororpaduu, ykparia-
IoIIre CTUAN30BaHHy0 MaHcapay I'acroma I'omsHa, mau KacOoume-
KUl mapukmaxep (oOotreninmiica MHe B MecsIl Tpyaa), wiu Jloiura,
JYNANIAasd B TEHHUC, WA TOCHUTANb B Ib(GUHCTOHE, Mau OJemHad,
Oproxarasi, HeBo3Bparumasa [Hosanmu Cxujiep u ee cMepThb B I'paii
Crap, «cepoil 3Be3me», CTOJHIlE KHUTH, WJIN, HAKOHEIl, COOPHBIHA
3BOH M3 T'OPOJAKA, IIYOOKO B MOJMHE, JOXONSIINI BBEPX 10 TOPHO
Tpombl (a mMmeHHO B Tesypuae, rie A IOMMaJl HEOTKPBITYIO eIle
TOTa CAaMKY MHOM JKe OIMMCAaHHOU mo camIiiaMm ronyosuku Lycaeides
sublivens Nabokov).

Bor HepBHaa cucrema KHuru. BoT TaliHble TOUYKMU, MIOJCO3HA-
TeJIbHbIe KOOPAMHATHI €e HAUEePTAHUA — XOTHA, C APYTOM CTOPOHBHI,
s BIIOJIHE OTjat0 cebe OTUYeT B TOM, UTO U 3TH U APYTHe MeCcTa JIUIIb
0erJyio MPOCMOTPUT UJIU IPOUYCTUT, AN HUKOTJA UX He JOCTUTHET
TOT YATATEIb, KOTOPBIA IPUCTYIUT K MOE KHUTre, IyMasi, 4TO 3TO
HeuTo Bpoge «MemyapoB Kyprusaunku» uiu «JI[F000BHBIX IPUKJIIO-
uyeHuii Kynebsaxuua». Mol poMaH COAEPKUT HEMAaJO CCBHIIOK Ha
(pusmnosorUecKMe MO3LIBBI M3BPAIEHHOTO YeJ0BEKa — 3TO OTPH-
1math He Mory. Ho B KOHIle KOHIIOB MBI He [eTH, He 0e3rpaMOTHBIE
MAaJIOJIeTHUE IPECTYIHUKHN U He MUTOMIIbI aHTJIMHCKOTO 3aKPBITOTO
cpenHeyueOHOTO 3aBeleHUs, KOTOPbIe MOCJe HOUYU TOMOCEKCYasb-
HBIX yTeX MOJIKHBI MUDPUTBHCA C MapaJoKCaJIbHBIM O0bluaeM pasbu-
paTh IPEBHUX IIO3TOB B «OUUINEHHBIX» M3TAHMUIX.

ToMbKO OYEHb TEMHBIM YUTATENh U3y4YaeT OesIeTPUCTHUYECKOe
IpousBeeHne I TOT0, UYTOObI HAa0paThCs CBeIEeHIII O TaHHOM cTpa-
He, COIMMAJBHOM KJacce WIM JUYHOCTH aBTopa. OmHaKo OAWH U3
MOUX HEMHOTUX OJIM3KUX Jpysei, mpouutaB «Jlomury», ObLT wmc-
KpPeHHO 00ecmoxkoeH TeM, uTo i (s!) :KUBY «Cpeiu TaKUX HYIHBIX
Jofel», MeX TeM KaK eJUHCTBeHHOe HeyJOoOCTBO, KOTOpoe s maeii-
CTBUTEJBbHO UCIBITHIBAIO, IPOUCXOIUT OT TOTO, UTO JKUBY B MacTepc-
KOil, cpeau HemoAOIIeINX KOHEeUHOCTe U HeaoAeJaHHbIX TOPCOB.

Hpyroii amepuKaHCKUN KPUTUK HENABHO BBLIPA3UJ MBICIb, UTO
«JIonmuta» mpenacTaBiaseT co00I0 OTYET O MOEM «POMaHe C POMaHTH-
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YeCKUM POMAaHOM». 3aMeHa IIOCJeJHUX CJIOB CJI0BAMU «C AHTJIUIHC-
KUM A3BIKOM» YTOUHMJIA OBl 9Ty u3AIliHyio dopmyay. Ho TyT uyB-
CTBYIO, KaK BKDAJbIBAETCS B MOI T'OJIOC CJAUIITKOM KPUKJINBas HOTKA.
Hukro m3 mMomx aMepMKaHCKUX IPY3ed He YUTAJ MOUX PYCCKUX
KHUT, a IOTOMY BCAKAas OIleHKAa, OCHOBaHHAs HA MOeH aHTJIMICKOM
Oe/IeTPUCTUKE, HEe MOYKEeT He ObITh npubausurenbHoi. JlumuHasa
MOs Tpareausi — KOTopas He MOKeT U He OOJIXKHA KOro-imbo Ka-
caTbCA — BTO TO, UTO MHE IIPHUIILJIOCHh OTKA3aThCA OT MIPUPOIHON pe-
Y1, OT MOET0 HUUYeM He CTEeCHEHHOI'0, 00raToro, 0eCKOHEeYHO IIOCIYIII-
HOTO MHE PYCCKOTO CJIOTa PAaAY BTOPOCTEIIEHHOTO COPTA aHTJIMHUCKOTO
sI3BIKA, JIUIIIEHHOTO B MOEM cJyJae BCell TOH ammapaTypsl — KaBep-
3HOT'O 3epKaJia, YepHo-0apXaTHOTO 3aJHNKA, MOAPasyMeBaeMbIX ac-
COIMAITNI U TPASUIINIT — KOTOPBIMU TY3eMHBIH (POKYCHUK C pasBe-
BaIOIUMUCA (QajgaMu MOYKET TaK BOJIIEOHO BOCIIOJIb30BATHCA,
YTOOBI TTPEOJOJETH ITO-CBOEMY HAacJeque OTIOB.

12 nosb6pa, 1956 z00a
KopHeavckuilt YHusepcumem,
Hmaxa, CIIA.

SO
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