CTuxoTBOopeHne n3 coopHuka
«Poems and Problems» («CTuxun n 3apaum»)

K POCCHH

OTBAKUCHL — 5 Te0sT YMOJIAO!
Beuep crparreH, ryJs jKU3HUA 3aTHUX.
A 6eciomornien. 1 ymuparo

OT CJIEIIBIX HAILILIBAHUN TBOUX.

ToT, KTO BOJBHO OTYUBHY MOKUHYJI,
BOJIEH BBITH HA BEePIIUHAX O HEW,
HO Telleph A CIYCTUJICA B AOJHUHY,
¥ Telepb IPUOJMIKATECA HE CMei.

Hasgcerzga s1 roToB 3aTanTbCA

u 0e3 UMeHHU KUTh. 1 roTos,

4yTOOBI ¢ TOOOI 1 BO CHAX HE CXOJUTHCH,
OTKAa3aThCA OT BCAYECKUX CHOB;

00eCKpOBUTH ce0sl, UCKAJIEUUTD,

He KacaTbCs JIOOMMEeHInX KHUT,
IPOMEHSATH Ha Ji000e Hapeube

BCE, YTO €CTh Y MEHS, — MOU SI3BIK.

Ho 3aTo, o Poccusi, CKBO3b CJIe35I,
CKBO3b TPaBY JIBYX HECME}XHBIX MOTHI,
CKBO3b APOJKAIle ISTHA 6epessl,
CKBO3b BCE TO, YeM S CMOJIOAY K,

IOPOTUMHU CJIETILIMU TJIa3aMu
He CMOTPU HA MeHs, IOoXKaJlei,
He UIIU B 9TOU yroJbHOU sMe,
He HAIYIbIBall KU3HU MOeii!

W60 roawl MPOILIN U CTOJIETHA,

u 3a rope, 3a MyKY, 3a CTBIJ

— MO3JHO, MO3JHO! — HUKTO HEe OTBETHUT,
U AyIa HUKOMY He IPOCTHUT.

ITapuxc, 1939



TO RUSSIA

Will you leave me alone? I implore you!
Dusk is ghastly. Life’s noises subside.

I am helpless. And I am dying

Of the blind touch of your whelming tide.

He who freely abandons his country
on the heights to bewail it is free.
But now I am down in the valley
and now do not come close to me.

I’m prepared to lie hidden forever

and to live without name. I’m prepared,
lest we only in dreams come together,
all conceivable dreams to forswear;

to be drained of my blood, to be crippled,
to have done with the books I most love,
for the first available idiom

to exchange all I have: my own tongue.

But for that, through the tears, oh, Russia,
through the grass of two far-parted tombs,
through the birchtree’s tremulous macules,
through all that sustained me since youth,

with your blind eyes, your dear eyes, cease looking
at me, oh, pity my soul,

do not rummage around in the coalpit,

do not grope for my life in this hole

because years have gone by and centuries,
and for sufferings, sorrow, and shame,
too late — there is no one to pardon

and no one to carry the blame.

Paris, 1939

SO
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